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NOTORIOUS 1950s EC comics! 
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JAN 


RESCUE THAT 
PILOT / HE'S 
DRIFTING INTO 


ENEMY 
TERRITORY / 





1 
THE 64-PG RCP EC COMICS LINE! NOT ILLUSTRATED IS RCP CRYPT #7, REPRINTING CRYPT #23 (1951) AND CRIME 
#10 (1952). THE BACKLIST IS STILL AVAILABLE! REVIEW YOUR COLLECTION AND FILL IN THOSE GAPS! 


ALSO OFFERED ARE TWO ISSUES FROM EAST COAST's EC CLASSIC REPRINT LINE OF THE MID-70s. LIMITED 
QUANTITY! 
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RCP HAUNT #1 RCP HAUNT #2 RCP HAUNT #3 RCP HAUNT #4 RCP HAUNT #5 EAST COAST #12 


RCP CRYPT 
41: CRYPT 31 (1952) #2: CRYPT 34 (1952) 49: CRYPT 24 (1961) 44: CRYPT 43 (1954) #8: CRYPT 32 (1952) #8: CRYPT 36 (1953) 
CRIME 12 (1952) CRIME 15 (1952) CRIME 21 (1954) CRIME 18 (1953) CRIME 23 (1954) CRIME 6 (1951) 
RCP VAULT 
#1: VAULT 28 (1952) %2: VAULT 33 (1953) — #3: VAULT 28 (1952) 44: VAULT 35 (1984) 46: VAULT 18 (1951) CONTENTS OF 
W SCI 18 (1952) W SCI 20 (1953) WSCI 7 (1951) W SCI 15 (1952) W SCI 11 (1951) — EAST COAST COMICS 
#11 W SCI 12 (1950) 
RCP HAUNT 32 page issue 
#1: HAUNT 14 (1952) #2: HAUNT 18 (1953) 43: HAUNT 19 (1953) #4: HAUNT 16 (1952) #5: HAUNT 27 (1954) 
W FAN 13 (1952) W FAN 14 (1952) W FAN 18 (1953) W FAN 15 (1952) WFAN 22 (1953) #12 SHOCK 2 (1952) 


32 page issue. 


WHEN ORDERING PLEASE IDENTIFY AS RCP (OR EAST COAST) TITLE ISSUE #; FOR EXAMPLE “RCP CRYPT 41.” 
RCP CRYPT #1 IS $5 EACH; RCP CRYPT 42-4, RCP VAULT #1-3 AND RCP HAUNT #1-5 ARE $2 EACH; ALL OTHER 
ISSUES ARE $3 EACH. EAST COASTs ARE $10 EACH. INCLUDE $5 PER ORDER FOR S&H ($10 OUTSIDE US) 


Send orders to: Missouri residents must add 6.225% sales tax 
Russ Cochran, Publisher 417-256-2224 P.O. Box 469 West Plains, MO 65775 
OR to order call 1-800-EC CRYPT and ask for the order desk. USE THIS NUMBER FOR ORDERS ONLY! 
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JOE HILL, PERCHED IN HIS JEEP OVERLOOKING THE VALLEY, RELAXEDLY PUFFS ON A CIGARETTE, SCANS 
THE CALM ROLLING KOREAN COUNTRYSIDE SPREAD OUT BELOW HIM AND THEN INSPECTS HIS M-I RIFLE/ 


RELAX, JOE HILL... RELAX WHILE YOU CAN, FOR WITHIN THE HALF HOUR YOU WILL BE AROUND THE VALLEY, MAKING A... 


IT'S LIKE I SAY, 
BOY/ WHEN A 
BULLETS GOT YOUR 
NAME ON IT... AIN'T HEY! ONE 
NOTHIN’ YOU CAN ν OF OUR 


HE'S IN 
TROUBLE / 





HE WON'T MAKE JT! HE 
| DRIFTING AWAY NORTH 
TOWARDS ENEMY 

\ TERRITORY! 


WE CAN REACH 5 | | Gee, JOE! ISN'T IT DAI 
HIM ІМ THREE OVER THERE © AREN'T THERE 


MINUTES / : | [SUPPOSED ТО BE ENEMY 


WE DONT KNOW, BOY! BUT 
IT'S LIKE I SAID! WHEN 
OUR TIME 15 UP, AIN'T 
NOTHIN’ YOU CAN σο TO 
CHANGE THAT. SO WHATS, 
THE usE 
FRETTIN*/ 


SIT TIGHT, AIR DON'T DRIVE EASY, FELLAS / EASY./ I THINK 
CORPS! THE S 5 1 ANY CLOSER! MY LEG'S BROKEN! LET'S GET 
INFANTRY IS OUT OF HERE, FAST! SOME- 
COMING TO q THING'S МОМ 

THE RESCUE! BACK THERE / 





UP ΤΗΕ ROAD! SOUNDED LIKE А 
TRACTOR VEHICLE / πε; 
д ል Т-34 TAN.. 


47/5 A TANK ^ 
HEAD FOR THE 
BEND IN THE 
ROAD! WE'LL ВЕ 
OUT OF THE LINE 
y des FIRE! 


THE FIRST JEEP'S 
ል WRECK! WE'LL 
HAVE TO ይህው 
OUT IN THE 
SECOND. 

JEEP! 


OK! LET'S BUG 4 
OUTTA HERE... 
ON THE DOUBLE! 





FELLAS! IM 
SLUPPIN’! . 


MY BACK! I TWISTI 
м 


HELP ME, MEN. 
LET'S GET HIM 


THAT TANK CAN DO BETTER'N 
Y ЗО MILES AN HOUR! LET'S 
ФЕТ OUTTA HERE! 


BACK ON THE JEEP! 


/ THERE'S TOO MANY ON THE JEEP! STRETCH 
THE BOY OUT COMFORTABLE AND HAND 
ENADES / 


ME THE BAG OF HAND 
ІМ STAYING HERE / 


YOU TALK ABOUT A GUY'S 
NUMBER BEING UP! YOU 
DON'T HAVE ТО DIE! 

WE'LL GET OUT SOMEHOW! 

COME WITH uS! 


DON'T ARGUE, KID! 
WE DON'T HAVE THE 
TIME / JOE KNOWS 

WHAT HE'S DOING / 


A MAN'S GOT TO GO SOME 
TIME! MAYBE. IT'S MY TIME! 
YOU BOYS LEAVE! I'LL DO 
WHAT I CAN TO DELAY 

THE TANK / 





I'LL HIDE IN THE DRAINAGE 

DITCH! TANK OUGHT TO BE 

ALONG SOON! ΤΗ. FIRE A FEW 

ROUNDS AND MAKE THEM 
BUTTON UP/ 


y THERE THEY GO. THAT TANK'LL 
HAVE A SHOOTING GALLERY 
UNTIL THE JEEP GETS AROUND 
THE MOUNTAIN! I'VE GOT TO 

SLOW DOWN THAT TANK / 


THEN, MAYBE I CAN TOSS A IT'5 MOVING AROUND OUT 

COUPLE OF GRENADES INTO THERE, БИТ WHERE? THE 

THE TREADS AND STOP "ЕК. SOUND COMES FROM ALL 
сор! OVER / 


IT'S NOT ON THE ROAD/ 
IT'S RIGHT ABOVE ME! 
SITTIN' ON THE HILL 
AND FIRING AT 

THE BOYS! 





ТНЕУ GOT THE BOYS! LIKE 
SITTING DUCKS IN А SHOOTING 
GALLERY! BLEW THE BOYS 
RIGHT OFF THE ROAD. 
WELL, THEY WON'T GET 
AWAY WITH IT! 

NO SIR! 


THE DEVILS HAVENT 
SEEN ΜΕ YET! 
I'LL MAKE THEM. 
PAY FOR THIS." 
THEY CAN'T GET 





YOU DEVILS! DON'T CLOSE THAT. 
HATCH! IM GOING TO GIVE YOU s 
A TASTE OF YOUR OWN MEDICINE. 


BACK! GET BACK 
IN THERE, I SAYS 





sss WHEN YOUR. 
NUMBER'S UP, 
AIN'T NOTHING 
YOU CAN DO 
ABOUT IT! 
NOTHING YOU 


‘SULLIVAN! 
τ CHINTALA ` 


MILLER DEAD! EVERY LAST MAN... 
MUST STILL EXCEPT THE BOY UP THERE/ 
BE ІМ 7 I'D BETTER GET BACK AND 
THERE / SEE WHAT I CAN DO FOR 


THE ΒΟΥ 


BOY? DON'T 

WALK OUT ON 

OL' JOE HILL.’ 
Boy? 


WISHART! 
COX! ROBB. 


HA HA! JOE HILL! OF 
ALL THE GUYS. 
YOU'RE THE ONLY 
ONE LEFT AND WE 
ΝΑΙ; THOUGHT YOU 
WERE THE 
С GONER FOR SURE ' 
irs LIKE YOu 
SAY, JOE... 


THAT'S THE WAY IT 15, JOE! WHEN YOUR NUMBER 15 
WHEN THAT BULLET HAS YOUR NAME ON IT... YOU 
GO! AND YOU NEVER CAN TELL WHEN THAT WILL BE. 
АМР THAT GOES FOR THIS WHOLE HUMAN RACE. MIGHT 
BE IN AN ARMCHAIR OR IN ΑΝ ATOM-BOMB BLAST! JOE 
TURNS WEARILY AND HEADS SOUTH UP THE ROAD! 





AUGUST, 1916! А GERMAN PFALZ SKIMMED LOW OVER THE UGLY TRENCH-SCARRED FIELDS OF FRANCE, FLEW 
TO GREET THE NEW AMERICAN REPLACEMENTS DUG IN ON [HE FRENCH VESLE RIVER... FLEW IN TO A/LL. 


NEW AMERICAN REPLACEMENTS NOT THAT THE PFALZ DID NOT WANT TO KILL OLD SOLDIERS ON THE VESLE... 


[AA Al RI στ 


HEY, ΡΑΡΡΥ DAVIDSON! QUIT ΕΕΕΡΙΝ’ THAT CAT AN’ 
TELL ΜΕ SUMP'N! I HEARD THEM LIMIES SINGIN’ 
HOW'S OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE! YOU'RE ΑΝ. 
OLD CHATEAU THIERRY VETERAN! WHAT DOES. 
THAT MEAN ...‘OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE’? 





WELL, ТЇШ. TELL YOU, CARUSO/ А PFALZ! COVER ` 


IT'S ALL IN EXPERIENCE! YOU | YOUR FACE AND 
SEE... //STEN / 4 


THOSE CRAZY KIDS: 
ARE RUNNING! WHY НБ 


THAT BOCHE YEAH! DEAD BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T 
PLANE'S GONI ΑΡ, KNOW THAT A PLANE WILL SPOT 
YOU QUICKER IF YOU'RE MOVING 
AROUND WITH YOUR WHITE FACE 
STANDING OUT! DOES THAT ANSWER 
YOUR ORIGINAL QUESTION Z 





SEPTEMBER, 1918 / THE AMERICANS GROUND FOR- 
WARD.’ NOW THEIR OBJECTIVE Wi НЕ AISNE RIVER! 
ABOVE ST. THIBAUT, POUGHBOYS HUGGED THEIR FUNK HOLES | 
WHILE GERMAN ARTILLERY TRIED TO BLOW THEM TO BITS. 


COME ON, CARUSO! IT’S TIME TO 
VACATE THIS OL’ FUNK HOLE 


YOU WANT ME TO RUN OUT 
THERE ON THAT EXPOSED 
FIELD Z WITH ALL THAT 
STUFF FLYING AROUND Z 


CARUSO.’ CARUSO! ' OOH! тм 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHTZ HIT, PAPPY/ 


WHAT'S UP, ΡΑΡΡΥΞ. ON YOUR TOES, CARUSO! 
THE KRAUTS STARTING ) IT LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE 


‘uP AGAINZ 


LAYING DOWN А 
ROLLING BOX BARRAGE! 


WELL, РАРРУ/ LOOKS LIKE THE WAR“ 
OVER FOR ME/ SOME DAY YOU'LL 
HAVE TO TELL ME HOW You 

KNEW THAT FUNK HOLE'P GET IT / 


IT'S ALL IN 
EXPEKIENCE, 
CARUSO! 





OCTOBER, ιοιθ/ THE TIME FOR ΤΗΕ KNOCKOUT 
PUNCH HAD COME . THE ALLIES PAUSED, WOUND UP AND Ke’ OLD SOLDIERS NEVER 
SMASHED THROUGH THE ARGONNE FOREST/CASUALTIES pIE, NEVER DIE, 7 
WERE HEAVY, AND REPLACEMENTS ARRIVED EVERY DAY/ И 2 NEVER РЕ... 


FOR A WHILE I «NEVER ФОТ PAST THE 
I'M BACK TO THOUGHT ፲ WAS RECEIVING STATION! 
THE WARS! . 6 RIP OF YOUR 2 ALL I HAD WAS А 
x 7 J SCRATCH! I'VE BEEN 
HAD ΤΗΕ WAR TO GREASEBALLING 
PUT UP WITH / EVER SINCE / 


LOOK! UP AHEAD! WHAT 
KIND OF SHELLS ARE 


OK, MEN! WE'VE GOT THE SIGNAL ТО 
MOVE! LET'S GO... OVER THE TOPL 
THOSE? 


АН! I SEE THE WAR'S 
GOING ON AS USUAL! Ñ 








T THERE'S NO MORE GAS! I CAN'T 
STAND ΤΗΣ MASK! I 


I CAN'T BREATHE 
THIS MASK / 





I CAN'T STAND 
IT... COUGH... ANY 
MORE... COUGHS, 





NOVEMBER, 1918! ΤΗΕ COLD AND WEARY ALLIES HAD 
PUNCHED TO THE MEUSE RIVER.’ NEXT STOP BERLIN. 
RUMORS OF AN ARMISTICE WERE FLYING THICK AND FAST! 
AND ON THE EARLY MORNING OF NOVEMBER THE Il 


PAPPY DAVIDSON, YOU NO GOOD, LOP-EARED 
SON-OF-A-GUN! LISTEN TO THE 
Bw LATEST GENERAL ORDER! 


CARUSO, THERE 

ARE ል LOT MORE 

IMPORTANT THINGS! 

FOR INSTANCE... THE 

COOTIES IN MY LONG- 

JOHNS ARE POING SQUADS 

RIGHT AND EAST! I'VE GOT 
το PICK ‘EM OUT! 


LISTEN.’ STOP READING THEM DRAWERS 

AND READ THIS EXTRACT! LISTEN / 

...ልቨ ARMISTICE WITH GERMANY HAS BEEN 

SIGNED. ALL HOSTILITIES CEASE АТ ዘ HOUR; 
ዘ NOVEMBER /' 


ISN'T QUITE 
ELEVEN YET, 
CARUSO, STEP 
Our OF mE 
LIGHT, ВОУ/ 


WELL, ANYHOW... WE'RE GOING TO 
CELEBRATE, ΡΑΡΡΥ΄ І PICKED 


AT THE RECEIVING STATION... AND 
AT ELEVEN, YOU AND I ARI 
GOING TO DRINK A TOAST! 





HEY. IT’S JUST ABOUT ELEVEN, 
ΡΑΡΡ' ME ON! LET'S 
CELEBRATE / HALF A 

b MINUTE ТО GO! 


ФРЖ //#+zZ@ Krauts! THAT 88 ALMOST W 
н] US ALMOST DROPPED MY BOTTLE OF 
VIN BLANC! z WHEW: I'D BETTER 

т SHUT THE DOOR / 


Ts 


COME ON, PAPPY QUIT PICKIN" 
COOTIES OUT OF THAT SHIRT! 
THROW IT AWAY / I'LL GET YOU 
A CIVILIAN SHIRT,’ COME ON, 


La PAPPY, 


HE'S DEAD! A SHELL | HEY, CARUSO! COME ON OUT! WE'RE 
SPLINTER... RIGHT GONNA BUILD А BIG FIRE AND GET 
BEL ር E WARMED UP FOR A CHANGE! ΥΗΕΑΚ, 
YES 


CARUSO2..THE WAR'S OVERS 

















| am too busy reading to write. Enjoying EC reprints 
immensely! Favorite story so far is “War Story!". Great 
stories, suspense and excellent graphics. Keep up the 
good work! 


Don Jensen Grand Rapids, MI 


Russ Cochran, 

Thank you so much for reprinting the EC comics. | echo the 
sentiment of many, if the cover price needs to rise to keep 
the reprints coming then raise it. These reprints are my way 
of having complete runs of these EC masterpieces. 
Please DO NOT STOPI! All these comics have been so 
cool | need them all. Each issue is great. I'd also buy 
PIRACY and ACES HIGH etc. and any old comic reprints 
that are done this well! 

THANK YOU!!!! For the great comics. Keep them 
coming! 

| really dig “Pigs of the Roman Empire" in 2FIST #4 and 
“Report from the Grave” in VAULT #4, that was creepy. 
And finally "Second Childhood”; | wish | could help him. 


Mark Jarasitis. Olympia, WA 


We appreciate that our war comic appeals to readers 
with kind hearts and kind words to share. (“Second 
Childhood” was іп W FAN 4.) 


Dear Russ, 

Thanks for bringing back TWO-FISTED with the current EC 
lineup. | buy most issues of most of the titles, but | have to. 
get TWO-FISTED as soon as it comes out. Why? My 
favorite EC artist is Bill Elder. Though he's best known for 
ከ work in MAD, | relish his other EC appearances, the 
lion's share of these being in TWO-FISTED and its 
companion title, FRONTLINE COMBAT. His work inking 
John Severin séts a high standard for dynamic realism in 
comics. It doesn't hurt that the other 2FIST regulars are 
Wally Wood and Jack Davis, plus Harvey Kurtzman in some 
issues. It’s worth noting, too, that marked the beginning of 
a lifelong collaboration between Kurtzman and Elder. 

Ben Kanengieser Orefield, PA 


And, watch for Severin solos in future 2FISTs, start- 
ing along about issue 49. 


Dear Russ, 

When did Kurtzman take over as editor of TWO-FISTED 
TALES? Issue 5 sure looks like his touch. And it is the first 
‘one for which he did not contribute art. | was surprised to 
see Alex Toth in EC; I'll be looking forward to finding out if 
there are any more. 


David Hall Seattle, WA 


According to the indicias in the original comics, it 
went like this: 

2FIST 1: Gaines, editor; Feldstein, 

2FIST 2: Gaines, editor; Kurtzman and Feldstein, 
associate editors 

2FIST 3: Gaines, managing editor; Kurtzman, editor 
2FIST 4: Gaines, editor; Kurtzman, associa 

2FIST es, managing editor; Kurtzmi 


` COMBAT 


„гапа it stayed that way to the end, even when John 
Severin was editor-in-all-but-name for those last few 
issues (more on that when we get to ’em). You may 
draw your own conclusions. 


Dear Russ; 


TWO-FISTED 4 was great! Jack Davis’ story “Ambush!” 
was my favorite. His artwork, like in “Army Revolver!” is 
some of his more realistic. Great Kurtzman cover, too. His 
amusing sci-fi stories and gritty war and adventure stories 
combine with his nifty artwork to produce many memorable 
tales. His art is growing on me but my favorite artist by far is 
‘Ghastly’ Graham Ingels. His use of shadow in “The Killer in 
the Coffin!" lent it a rich gothic atmosphere. His 
combination of realism and spooky style is his work make 
him the unmatched master of illustrated horror. 


Did Ingels or Feldstein work on PIRACY or any of the other 
New Directions? Any plans to reprint the Picto-Fiction 
titles? Or to release the New Directions? 


Tracy Craine Caneyville, KY 


(“Тһе Killer in the Coffin!” appeared in HAUNT 2.) 
Ingels appeared often in PIRACY; and IMPACT, 
VALOR and M.D., too. He also did art for the Picto- 
Fiction books. Feldstein confined himself to writing 
and editing during these periods. 

New Direction is in, and Picto-Fiction material is 
slated for, hardback; but we don’t expect to tackle 
any further comic book reprint titles until some of 
the current ones have run their course. 


Dear Russ Cochran, 


| just recently discovered your line of EC reprints currently 
being published. I'm 28 years old and thrilled to get the 
chance to view and read this beautiful artwork. | started 
buying comics around 1974 and have always been a DC 
fan. | mostly bought their war comics but one of my favorite. 
non-war titles was their humorous comic PLOP! with art by 
Wally Wood and Sergio Aragones from MAD. 

I've purchased all of your current reprints, | don't have any 
particular favorite, | like them 81. | just finished reading 
TWO-FISTED TALES 44; the story | liked the most was 
"The Murmansk Run!”. Wishing you success in your 
current attempt to bring back EC. 

David Dellario Kensington, CT 


PLOP! also had Evans, Orlando, Toth and Wolverton 
artwork! 
NEXT ISSUE 


Т\Ш. JUST PULL BACK 
THE KETKACTIN' SLIDE 
HANDLE ONCE... TWICE... 





Мг“ Cochran: 


| agree with Warren Standifird, (2FIST #4) about your 
32-page format having a downside. It takes now more time 
to receive the complete EC Library than before. So instead 
of the every 4 months publication of every title, how about 
publishing them every 2 months. I'm a subscriber to all 9 
titles of the EC Comics, and wouldn't mind paying an 
additional $4.00 for them. Your comics have a certain 
attraction | can't explain. (Okay, I'm 8 machochist. 
Satisfled?) Also, how about publishing PIRACY, ACES 
HIGH, EXTRA! M.D., IMPACT, VALOR, and 
PSYCHOANALYSIS too. [I'm] a very big fan of yours. 
Jose A. Sepulveda Bayamon, PR 
['ጠ 84 goin’ on 10 


Sae above on reprinting as comics the New Direction 
books you dy have reprinted them in 
hardback. Be fair; е these comics every three 
months! So, we split the difference. 


Dear Russ, 


| enjoy all of your EC reprints but my favorite is TWO- 
FISTED TALES. Harvey Kurtzman's storles are usually the 
best, but in TWO-FISTED #4, Severin and Elder's “Pigs of 
the Roman Empire" was the most entertaining. 

Could you please answer a question? At which Issue did 
TWO-FISTED convert from “Не-Мап Adventure" to "War 
а Fighting Меп”? 

Keep up the good work Russ! 


Michael Craine Caneyville, КҮ 


With this sixth issue came the cover change to “Маг 
and Fighting Men.” 101 stay the way until ti 
editorial shift mentioned above, the Severin-issues. 


Dear Russ Cochran, 
You said you wanted more letters, so here's one... 


After reading a reprint of TWO-FISTED #4 | picked up from 
a comic shop | just happened to wander into, | quickly 
concluded why, until now, I've not been a chronic reader of 
four color fantasies—comics now-a-days suck! | think the 
craze kindled by the investor/collectors market has all but 
killed any good stuff that might have made it on to the 
stands. Too many gimmicks, such as issuing comics with 
collectors cards, have left little room to tell a meaningful 
story. Any plot that might seep through is usually 
scrambled up with crossovers into hundreds of other com- 
ics, involving unbelievable characters jumping back and 
forth between silly, non-existant dimensions. You need a 
PHD and a score card (not to mention stacks of back issues 
for reference) in order to keep up with 'em. Sure, the art 


may be good, but as anyone can figure out the best art in 
the world ain't gonna save a stinky story. 


| grew, up during the 1970s and with the exception of the 
“Star Маге” and "Indiana Jones” movies, there was very 
little good literature circulating around the media. | must 
say reading TWO-FISTED filled a void that's been aching 
inside me for a long time. These are the kinds of stories | 
like and always longed for. | admit they may be somewhat 
simple-structured and at times, a bit predictible (I figured 
out the ending to "Search!" as soon as G.I. Joe Angliosani 
mentioned the ring), but to me that’s O.K. At least the 
writers managed to tell a good, well scripted story. They 
gave us room to care about the characters we are reading 
about. As far as | am concerned, Bill Elder and Harvey 
Kurtzman are geniuses and Bill Gaines (God rest his soul) is 
the King of Comic Books. 


Until now I've only read about EC's fantastic tales, catching 
ап occasional glimpses of a reprint, and dreaming of what it. 
would be like to just sit back and enjoy "ет. | must thank 
you for reprinting these stories and making them available 
to the public at reasonable prices. As soon as | come into 
зоте spare cash I'm going to subscribe to as many titles as. 
| can. | wish you the best of success with the new line and 
thanx once more for making comics come to life for those 
of us who grew up without ‘em. 


Peter A. Stone II Gardner, ΜΑ. 


And with the peals of Peter's ringing testimonial in 
our ears, we wind up this ish's locol with a reminder 
that you should inquire for availability and prices on 
all the comics and hardbacks mentioned above. 


ШМ መ 





E. ISSUE 


Statement of Ownership, 
Management and 
2 59, 











| 1/መሠ3 


не ሠ/ክ። ror 
































Also available this month are VAULT and WEIRD FANTASY. Watch 
for HAUNT, WEIRD SCIENCE-FANTASY and CRIME next month. 
Don't forget CRYPT, WEIRD SCIENCE and SHOCK. Get them at 
Pau [pon oi ñi көзі shop or SUBSCRIBE (see our ad In this com- 
lo) 

BACK ISSUES: CRYPT #1 (subject to availability), $3 each. All 
others up thru Issue 43, $1.50 ues #4 and up, 52 each. 
Add $5 per order (810 outside US) for S&H. 

We want MORE lettera! Write to: 
TWO-FISTED 
RUSS COCHRAN 
РОВ 469 
WEST PLAINS МО 65775 


THIS COMIC REPRINTS 
VAULT OF HORROR “#23” (#6, SEP/OCT 1951) 
COVER by Harvey Kurtzman 
“Dead Stand" 
"Old Soldiers Never Die!" 
"Kip" 
“Dog Fight!” 


Jack Davis 
Wally Wood 

Harvey Kurtzman 
John Severin/Bill Elder 


We welcome ከዝ ot comment We cannot promise о acknowledge, publish or answer fetes 
Wa eat for cry, accuracy and length. We automaticaly withhold sme adress and zb code 
unions you cart sate you wish thom published We attempt to ackrowedge publication of 
later: Yo do so we need your በህል on the тіні jette. 
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II-SF issue this month! That Buck Rodgers stuff 


was my favorite read, any hoo! So how come a picture 


οἵ me for the heading? Why, there | am waving at you from 
behind a Dr. deRange Gee-Whizo-Scope screen!! Obviously. | 
Thanks to Kevin Otten, Peoria, IL, we can start THE CRYPT- 


KEEPER’ 
PAGE OF FINE ARTS;/? 


Rats! Dr. deRange said he’d forget that 4 cent | owe 
him (see recent issues of the EC SF titles) if Ра run 
this letter from Nell McEwan. | don’t ‘grudge Мей the 
space, | just hate to knuckle under to that white- 
knuckled кписі jad! -ск 
| sent you a letter several months ago welcoming the EC 
reprint editions, dare | say that—being a keen student of 
American popular culture—they show up modern comics 
for the trash they mostly are. It stands to reason that 
comics are mostly a children's literature, and can introduce. 
people to good writing; stories which are tense and 
gripping, which don't inhabit a despised sub genre as many 
modern comics do. 

Incidentally, writers are given no credit in the stories, 
though Kurtzman later became editor. | am a post-graduate 
student at Canterbury University doing a project at the 
Universities! Cartoon Library, and would appreciate an 
informal history of EC if one exists. For example, how many 
of the artists were recent German immigrants? 

Neil McEwan Kent, ENGLAND. 


A reply can be sent to me, c/o: 
Jane Day 
Cartoon Library 


University of Kent 
at Canterbury, ENGLAND 


ZERO 
He thought he was a zero 
With no reason to live. 

Down at the graveyard 

The restless corpses agreed. 
They've taken the 

Life of many a man 

Who thought he was an also-ran. 
So a corpse crept up the alley 
And zapped our zero-man 
Don't thank me for the favor, 
Loser. 


Fountain City, WI. 


8 
5 
x 
t 
zi 
% 


Frank Mattson ІІ Lancaster, PA 


HIS LETTER says it all, altho he said a few other пісе) 
things in portions 1 to cut for space 
reasons. Since he mentions ler Race”, let me 
mind all that the author (and my old bier-buddy), ΑΙ 
Feldstein, needs his due as well. -οκ 


The deRANGE Theory of Devolution depicted 
graphically by Philip St. Martin, Yakima, WA. —СК 
ዣ 


Dear Crypt-Keeper, 
| am a professional inker, currently working for several 
different companies. It was the work of people like 
Frazetta, Torres, Krenkel and the rest of the EC gang that 
really showed me that you can do great things in the 
medium. Guys like Krigstein turned comics on its ear with 
stories like "Master Race" years before Art Spiegelman 
would try. And they did it in MAINSTREAM comics to boot! 
My thanks to the Crypt-Keeper, et al, for keeping these. 
books accessible to those first time readers, 
Wayne Faucher Pittsburgh, PA 
Send your contri 
too big, legible doublespaced text &/or bold black 
art. Warning...we edit!) to: 

THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S 

PAGE OF FINE ARTS 

RUSS COCHRAN 


POB 469 
WEST PLAINS MO 65775 


you wish them publshed We attempt to acknoviedgo Buen 10 do 80 
We need your adress on the μι 





[rs JUST ABOUT A YEAR NOW THAT THE WAR HAS BEEN RAGING IN KOREA / TAKE A BALCONY SEAT ON 
THE MOON AND WATCH THE SHOW LITTLE PEOPLE RUN ALL OVER KOREA MURDERING EACH OTHER / 

WAR WITH HIS FELLOW MAN ? WHERE IS THE 
) 


WHAT'S ΤΗΕ MATTER WITH MAN? WHY I5 HE ALWAYS AT 
FIFTH COMMANDMENT, THOU SHALT NOT... ሠ 


ΑΝ AMBUSHED PATROL... WHAT'S LEFT TIRED SOLDIERS WITH VACANT STARING SOLDIERS THAT ALL LOOK OLD..FOK. 

OF IT.,.IS STRAGGLING BACK THROUGH EYES... EYES THAT АКЕ DUMB WITH WAR IS А GREAT EQUALIZER, AND EVEN 

ΤΗΕ UNITED NATIONS PERIMETER! SLEEPLESSNESS AND HORROR! THE YOUNG GET TO LOOK OLD! 
ም በ 





HEY, ABNER ! YOU STILL SHARPENING 
THAT KNIFE OF YOURS? YOU'RE 
GOING TO WEAR IT DOWN TO 
NOTHING IF YOU KEEP THAT 

ሀም. 


WHEN I GET A HOLD OF 
MY FIRST CHINESE, L 
WANT ΤΗΕ BLADE TO 
SLIDE IN М/СЕ 

AND ЕА5У/ 


KEEP OUT OF ABNER'S WAY, 
DUCKBUTT/ HE'S A STRANGE 
KIND OF GUY! KIND OF 

/ "E-HAPPY ! 


m ОЖ | 4 
CHINESE / 
SCARED OF. 
COLD STEEL! 
TU GIVE ‘EM 
COLD STEEL! 


LOOK, JOE! ABNER'S STILL SHARPENING HIS KNIFE! 

ALL THROUGH ΤΗΕ CAMPAIGN, HE'S BEEN š 

SHARPENING THAT KNIFE/ ALL THAT TKOUBLE 

JUST TO KEEP HIS NAILS TRIM ... | x 
ጠስ WHUP! 
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ІМ GONNA КІР AND 
TEAR THAT NO GOOD 
Φ Xp TIO! 
THAT'S WHAT IM 
GONNA DO, рисквитт!] 


GONNA SLICE 'IM LIKE 
А HERRING! 


LOOKS LIKE ABNER'S NOT THE 
ONLY THING THE CHINESE SHOULD 
БЕ WORRIED ABOUT! LOOK AT THEM 
COMING OVER! JETS / 





JETS/ LOOK SHARP! THEY'RE GONE BEFORE YOU — JETSY FASTER THAN SOUND! INCREDIBLE JETS! 
KNOW THEY'RE COMING! THEY STREAK AWAY LEAVING CARRYING UGLY, FAT CLUSTERS OF ROCKETS 
ΤΗΕ SWOOSHING CRACK OF THEIR MOTORS BEHIND THEM! UNDER BOTH GRACEFULLY SWEPT BACK WINGS / 








LIKE A FLIGHT OF SILVER BIRPS, АМР NOW, ALTHOUGH IT CANNOT BE ALSO, FROM THIS HEIGHT, THE LITTLE MEN 
THE Ε-86΄5 FLASH THROUGH THÉ SEEN WITH THE NAKED EYE, THE DOWN THERE CANNOT БЕ SEEN! LITTLE. 
AIR CARRYING THEIR DEADLY EGGS NORTH! 56 TH PARALLEL PASSES BELOW! MEN WITH GUNS THAT ARE POINTED SOUTH! 


HAI / THOSE DEVILISH AIRPLANES LISTEN! THE DOGS ARE 
NEVER LET US REST FOR A MOMENT! N UNDOUBTEDLY ATTACKING ΤΗΕ 
HUG THE WALL, COMRADES! < К SUPPLY CONVOY ΙΝ THE REAR! 
THEY CANNOT SEE US НЕКЕ JJ NO MATTER/ WE SHALL 

IN ΤΗΕ SHADOWS! κ š MARCH IN ANY CASE! 





HO, THERE! LI/ ΤΗΕ AMERICANS ARE I THINK THAT IF LI RAN INTO АМ 
RIGHT OVER THE HILL, AND STILL YOU AMERICAN, HE WOULD EXCUSE HIM - 
FIELD STRIP YOUR SUB SELF AND CLEAN THE DUST OUT OI 
MACHINE GUN! E 


COME, LI / THAT GUN 15 j | LIKE A WOMAN, ^Y GUN NEEDS | | AND LIKE A WOMAN, My SMALL, 

NOT YOUR WIFE! DO NOT — CONSTANT ATTENTION, TENDER | | SMOOTH, WELL -DESIGNED GUN 

GIVE IT ALL YOUR 1 CARE AND CAREFUL GROOMING | | CAN DELIVER А STING THAT 

AFFECTION! TO WORK AT ITS BEST” ALL MEN FEAR! „ 5 
4 ነ 


mis 
TRUE! THE GUN 15 J 
NOT MY WIFE! 
BUT HOW LIKE A 
WOMAN IT I5. . 


YES! THIS GUN IS ОМ YOUR FEET, SOLDIERS. AN ENEMY 
MY WIFE! SHE IS PATROL 15 FIRING ON OUR BATTALION 
POLISHED... TRUE / / LET ሀ MOVE 

WHY DO YOU FLINCH MEAN TO j FORWARD TO MEET THEM, 

FROM MY ҮЙРЕ? ANNOY YOu.’ j COMRADES / — 





LI MOVES UP THE RIDGE! THE THOUGHT OF KILLING A FIRING IS GOING ON ALL THERE NOW, AN AMERICAN! 
HIS HEART BEATS LOUDLY! МАМ PLEASES HIM! HE FEELS AROUND! (I'S BREATHING HIS WHOLE BODY TREMBLING 
НЕ (2 EXHILERATED! HAPPY! А STRANGE PERVERTED JOY! COMES QUICKLY SOON...SOON.. LI MOVES IN! HE MUSTN'T MISS! 


IT I5 А TALL AMERICAN... A HEAVY AMERICAN.’ AN THAT 15 JUST THE WAY YOU WANTED IT, Ш/А BIG, TOUGH 
AMERICAN NAMED ABNER WITH A KNIFE STRAPPED TO LOOKING AMERICAN FOR YOUR FIRST VICTIM! LI CANNOT 
HIS BOOT! THE AMERICAN SEES LI AND WHIKLS / RIGGER . 


























TWO BULLETS LEAVE THE GUN, BUT ^ SHAKING LI LIKE A RABBIT, ABNER НЕ DRAWS BACK AND PAUSES! WITH 
NO MORE /ABNER CLAMPS DOWN THE FLINGS AWAY LI'S GUN AND REACHES TWO BULLET HOLES IN HIS CHEST, 
SAFETY CATCH ON 115 MACHINE GUN! DOWN TO HIS OWN BOOT FOR THE KNIFE! ABNER PAUSES ТО RELISH THE MOMENT! 








GOT TO GET OVER THE ΕΜΕΑΝΚ- 
MENT! MEDICS CAN'T SEE ME! ; 
HELP! MEDICS! ГИ 
OVER MERE! ,- 
ችና 


Q ተጁቶፖ'ወ KNIFE! I CAN'T GET 
IT BACK OUT FROM BETWEEN 
HIS RIES! IM WEAK! I'VE" 


NS AWA 
Such! HELPI uen ! 


UGH / CAN'T MAKE 
DYING... IM DY. 


I'VE GOT TO GET BACK TO THE 

LINES / I'VE GOT TO GET HELP! 

I'VE GOT TO GET A BANDAGE 
I'VE BEEN SHOT! 


TWO MEN LAY SIDE BY SIDE! YOU CAN TELL БУ THEIR UNNATURAL POSITIONS THAT THEY ARE DEAD! DID YOU 


KNOW WHILE YOU SHARPENED YOUR KNIFE, ABNER ... DID YOU KNOW, WHILE YOU POLISHED YOUR GUN, LI... DID 
YOU KNOW YOU WERE CREATING DEATH? AND NOW THAT YOUR BODIES ARE GROWING COLD AND YOUR LIMBS 


ARE STIFFENING, HOW DO YOU LIKE DEATH, LI AND ABNER? HOW DO YOU LIKE DEATH, 


REGARD NO MAN'S LIFE CHEAPER THAN YOUR OWN/ RESPECT AND CHERISH LIFE AND THEN, 





HUMANITY Z 


LY... THOU SHALT NOT KILL! 


VOU ARE NOW BACK IN THE YEAR 1942! DARK DAYS FOR THE UNITED STATES! IN THE PACIFIC, WE АКЕ 
STANDING BACK TO THE WALL, FIGHTING FROM ISLAND TO ISLAND...FIGHTING FOR, TIME/ IN THE AIR, A HANDFUL OF- 
OLD FASHIONED BY JET PLANE STA! 


LUN. 
ΠΠ 


ШИША 
























































2000 FEET ABOVE THE PACIFIC, JACOB _ THE ZERO 15 FAST/ MANEUVERABLE/  ..IT EXPLODES! PULL UP JAKE. CHALK UP 
STRANGE, CAPT, USMC, SLIPS IN, UNNOTICED BUT IT HAS NO ARMOR! FIRST IT SMOKES! ANOTHER ONE, ЈАКЕ! THIS |5 YOUR 
BEHIND A ZERO AND FIRES A LONG BURST! THEN IT TORCHES! AND THEN... NINETEENTH KILL! E AN ACE, ЈАКЕ! 





SWING 'ER OVER HARD, JAKE! 
OR YOU'LL HIT THAT GYRATING 





IN A LOPSIDED SPIN / 


ΤΗΕ F4F CIRCLES, WATCHING THE SETTLING GEYSERS 
OF WATER ON THE SURFACE OF THE OCEAN! AN 
OFFICIAL KILL, JAKE, YOU SAW ΙΤ HIT. NOW KICK THAT 
RUDDER AND HEAD BACK TO THE ISLAND / 


DUCK, BOYS! 
HERE COMES 
THAT MANIAC, 
JAKE STRANGE / 


IM GONNA 

GET ME ል 

6.1. HAIR- 
cur! 









THE DISMEMBERED FUSELAGE 
LEAVES A FLAMING WHITE HOT 
ENGINE! THE ENGINE ARCS DOWN STREAK OF BURNING MAGNE- 

SIUM AND BLACK OIL SMOKE ! 


THE QRANGE DISKED WINGS. 


SEA, FLIPPING OVER AND OVER WITH THE EXPLOSION, PLUMMETS: 
LIKE BITS OF TORN PAPER! 










А BODY, TOO, THAT HAS. 
FLUTTER SLOWLY DOWN TO THE POPPED OUT OF THE COCKPIT 


DOWN TRAILING A RAGGED CHUTE! 


SEE HOW LOW YOU CAN FLY, JAKE! LISTEN TO THAT 
TAIL WHEEL SMACK THE WATER, JAKE! YOU'RE NOT AFRAID! 
YOU DON'T CARE... DON'T CARE IF YOU LIVE OR DIE! WHY 
SHOULD YOU? WHAT'S THE USE OF ANYTHING WITHOUT KATHERINE... 


LOOKS LIKE STRANGE MADE 
IT BACK AGAIN! HE MUST 
CARRY A LUCKY 
HORSESHOE / 


ISN'T BAD ENOUGH НЕ 
GETS SHOT UP! HE'S. 
GOTTA DO TRICKS, TOO! 


HOW. WAS HUNTIN’ / YEAH, SGT. FRIDAY KNOCKED 
TODAY, CAP'N ὋΝ DOWN A ZERO! DID I 
BAG ANY BOGEYS? 


WELL, TAKE 'ER 
GET ANY MAIL? 


OVER, FRIDAY! I 
THINK YOU'LL HAVE 


YOU'LL SOON. \ YEAH, AND YOU'LL] W BUTTON your E EASY, BATES! EASY/YOU SHOULD'VE 
ВЕ UP THERE LIP, BATES / τ Й | KNOWN BETTER THAN TO THROW 
WITH JOE FOSS ) STUNT MEN, TOO! THAT KIND OF A LINE —| 
AND THE WHO YOU TRYING- Я АТ JAKE! Б. 
LIKE, JAKE! )TO IMPRESS, BUZZING š 
THE BEACH LIKE THATZ| ጋመ 
NO WONDER YOU 
DON'T GET LETTERS! 
BOY, YOU'RE 
UNPOPULAR / 


— 


ЈАКЕ 15 А REAL "DEAR JOE" CASE! JAKE DON'T THEN ΤΗΕ LETIERS STOPPED COMING / EVER SINCE 
HAVE NO ONE BACK HOME/ NO FAMILY...NO FOLKS/| | THEN, JAKE'S BEEN A МАМАС- DOESN'T SEEM 
HE HAD A GIRL, THOUGH ! GIRL NAMED KATHERINE / 

THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO GET HITCHED WHEN JAKE'D 


TO CARE WHAT HAPPENS! DOESN'T SPEAK TO, 
NO ΟΝΕ... HAS NO BUDDIES... NO NOTHING / 


GET HIS NEXT LEAVE / BUT WHILE CORRESPONDING, | | HE'S A REAL LONELY FELLA, JAKE IS” 


THEY HAP A WRITTEN ARGUMENT. 








Жл coom мге HAT Squawk 88ው ΜΑΝ YOUR PLANES ! 
[ከ gor ISN'T Eg : = ΑΤΤΕΝΤΙΟΝ, PILOTS! 
= E MAN YOUR PLANES/ 





NI 
CRIBBAGE! 





THAT'S IT! YOURE OFF AGAIN! YOU SPRINT FROM THE READY YOU DO А SWAN DIVE INTO THE FASTEN THE SEAT CHUTE! SNAP 
GRAB YOUR GEAR! САР, SHACK TO THE PARKING STRIP COCKPIT WHILE YOUR PLANE CAP- THAT SAFETY BELT! SET YOUR. 
CHUTE HARNESS, LIFE JACKET.. WHERE YOUR SHIP 15 WAITING/ ТАМ IS ALREADY ‘PULLING THE PROP! FREQUENCY! PLUG IN THE PHONES! 





NOW..PUNCH THAT STARTER THE MOTOR CATCHES AND GIVE SGT. FRIDAY THE THUMBS UP! FRIDAY GIVES YOU THE GO 
BUTTON! THE BOOSTER TURNS ROARS! TUNE THAT ENGINE! CLEAR THEM CHOCKS! BRAKE ` AHEAD! YOU'RE RUMBLING ሀቦ 
OVER THE PROP UNCERTAINLY! SHE SHIVERS AND SHAKES! НЕК AND WATCH FOR ΤΗΕ SIGNAL! THE TAXI STRIP! YOU'RE SETI 





CAPTAIN STRANGE! THE MAIL CLERK HAS A JOHNSON! THIS JOHNSON TO 
WHOLE STACK OF MAIL FOR YOU! SEEMS 15 STRANGE! HOW, STRANGE! I 
SOME SNAFU HELD IT UP! / DO YOU READ МЕ / READ YOU LOUP 
ONE TWO, THREE AND CLEAR! 
FOUR FIVE... 
R 





LEVEL OFF AT SIX THOUSAND AND 
STACK AWAY IN RIGHT ECHELON! NOW 
CIRCLE AND LOOK! NEVER STOP LOOKING! 


гу 


AIRBORNE! YOU'RE FREE OF THE СИМЕ CLIMB! CLIMB FOR ALTI- 
LAND! CRANK UP THAT LANDING ТИРЕ. ALTITUDE IS YOUR FRIEND! 
GEAR AND CLIMB! ALTITUDE IS YOUR ALLY! ኒ 









FAR BELOW, CLOSE TO THE OCEAN, YOU SEE THEM/A YOU DROP AWAY AND THE WHOLE ECHELON FOLLOWS... 
FLIGHT OF MITSUBISHI'S FLASHING TOWARD THE PEELS OFF, IN A SCREAMING SINGLE FILE DIVE / 
ISLAND! YOUR PULSE QUICKENS AND YOUR HEART BANGS! YOUR TARGET 15 THE LAST MITSUBISHI IN THE GROUP! 





А BOMBER HAS A CURIOUS WAY ...IT DIES DOWN AND SUD- ..THE WINGS DROP OFF... _ KILL#20, JAKE! BUT WHERE THERE 
(ОҒ TORCHING! THERE'S A BIG DENLY THERE'S ANOTHER ANOTHER, WHOOSH AND A BLAST! ARE BOMBERS THERE АКЕ 
WHOOSH’ OF FLAME! THEN... BIG 'WHOOSH// SUDDENLY.. THE 5КУ\5 FILLED WITH JUNK! FIGHTERS! ZEROS AT 1 O'CLOCK! 


a k 





BEFORE YOU KNOW WHAT'S DIVE, JAKE! DIVE FOR ALL ORDER IS DISRUPTED! DOGFIGHT./ JACOB STRANGE 
HAPPENING, SLUGS ARE EATING SPEED AND CLIMB FOR EVERY MAN 15 FOR HIMSELF! IS LAST SEEN TWISTING WEST, 
THEIR WAY THROUGH THE CANOPY! ALTITUDE, FOR LIFE AND THERE YOU HAVE IT... TWO ZEROS ON HIS TAIL! 


ARE ALL THE F THAT'S BATES Ñ LAST I SAW WELL, IF HE DOESN'T 
PLANES IN YET? J COMING ΙΝ’... 2 SEE HE WAS JUMPED | GET BACK SOON, HE 
THEY'RE ALL IN CAPTAIN _\ВУ A COUPLE / WON!T EVER” IT'S 
EXCEPT FOR OF ZEROS! / CIOUDING OVER. 
JAKE STRANGE / WEATHER КЕРОКТ SAYS, 
Б IT'S ΚΕΑΙΙΥ CLOSING ІМ 





ACE OF 

SPADES TO 

TEETER TOWER / 

РО YOU READ 
E 


АСЕ ОЕ SPADES 
TO TEETER TOWER 


ГО YOU READ ME, TEETER TOWER? 
REQUEST LANDING INSTRUCTIONS / 
FUEL'S RUNNING LOW! DO 

YOU READ МЕ? 





ON THE GROUND SERGEANT FRIDAY WAITS WITH A SHEAF OF LETTERS FROM CAPTAIN 
STRANGE'S GIRL, KATHERINE / AROUND HIM, THE AIR STRIP PERSONNEL CRANE THEIR NECKS 
UPWARD, STRAINING TO HEAR THE THROB OF THE GRUMMAN ΕΔΕ SIFTING THROUGH THE 
LOW-LYING LAYER OF CLOUDS THE SOUND MOVES OFF IN THE DISTANCE AND FADES FAR OUT TO SEA, 
WELL... THERE / 
YOUVE HAD IT” 
WE HOPE YOU 
ENJOYED. 
THIS ISSUE! 
REMEMBER ! 
WE LIKE TO GET 
YOUR LETTERS! 
ІТ ӨМЕ5 US A 
GOOD IDEA OF THE 
STORIES YOU LIKE 


TO READ! 
SO WRITE Us / 


WRITE 72. 
TWO-FISTED 
RUSS COCHRAN 
POB 469 
ЕМ) west PLAINS мо 65775 





YOU SAY YOU 
DON'T GET OUT 
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